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The US Army is responsible for the long-term management and preservation of preexisting 
and new collections as stipulated in 36 CFR 79, Curation of Federally-Owned and 
Administered Archeological Collections. This regulation requires that archaeological artifacts 
and associated records, including electronic records, are stored in a facility with long-term 
curatorial capabilities, according to professional museum and archival practices (36CFR79.4 
(b)). 

The regulations require agencies to store site forms, field notes, artifacts inventory lists, 
computer disks and tapes, catalog forms and a copy of the final report in a manner that will 
protect them from theft and fire such as: 
(i) Storing the records in an appropriate insulated, fire resistant, locking cabinet, safe, vault or 
other container, or in a location with a fire suppression system; 
(ii) Storing a duplicate set of records in a separate location; or 
(iii) Ensuring that records are maintained and accessible through another party, (36CFR79.9 
(e) (6)). 

Digital archaeological information includes: documents (e.g., field/lab notes, interim/final 
reports, specialist reports, correspondence, etc.), images (e.g., maps, drawings, photographs, 
etc.), data sets, geospatial data, or scan data files (e.g., 3D, LiDAR, etc.).  Digital files require 
different kinds of care and procedures than physical collections to ensure that they are 
properly preserved and accessible (including migration of information to facilitate access by 
new hardware and software) for appropriate uses.  The nature of digital curation is not 
necessarily more complicated or expensive than the curation of physical collections.  However, 
it is specialized and agencies are obligated to take affirmative steps to ensure that the 
archaeological data about their resources and from their projects are deposited in an archive 
or repository where the expert care, principles, standards, and techniques of digital curation 
are followed. 

Per 36CFR79.10(a), collections shall be made available to qualified professionals for study, 
loan and use for such purposes as in-house and traveling exhibits, teaching, public 
interpretation, scientific analysis and scholarly research. Qualified professionals include 
museum curators, archaeological resource conservators, collection managers, exhibitors, 
researchers, scholars, archaeological contractors and educators. Students may use a 
collection when under the direction of a qualified professional. Any resulting exhibits and 
publications shall acknowledge the repository as the curatorial facility, and the US Army and 
individual installations as the owner or administrator. Objects traditionally used in cultural or 
religious practices shall be made available to cultural practitioners for non-destructive 
activities. Curation of digital information with qualified outside repositories assists installations 
in meeting this requirement. 


